TWELVE WAYS TO BE LAKE FRIENDLY

1. Do not fertilize your lawn. If you must fertilize always do the following:

Use a product that contains no phosphorous and has a slow release nitrogen. Your grass does not need phosphorous in the fertilizer, but algae thrives on it.

Be aware that through runoff you are fertilizing the lake. One pound of phosphorous may produce over 10,000 pounds of weeds and algae. The best time to fertilize according to the Purdue Extention is in the fall. 

Do not fertilize prior to rainy days.

       2.  Install a greenbelt of vegetation between your lawn or septic tank and the lake.

       3. Perforate your lawn periodically add seed and mulch exposed soil to prevent 

           erosion.  

       4. When you mow, do not let the cut grass blow out into the lake. Remove fallen         

            leaves and branches near the shore. Grass and leaves will decompose in the lake 

            and create food for weeds and algae.

       5. Remove aquatic weeds and other debris that wash up along the shore to prevent 

           them from decaying in the lake.

       6. Remove dog droppings, goose droppings and/or duck droppings and deposit them 

           in the trash or compost.   

       7. If you must have a fire on the lake shore, remove the ashes so that they do not 

           wash into the lake.  

       8. Be careful not to let chemicals from the house or garage spill where they may run 

           into the lake, be washed into the lake or soak into the groundwater.

       9. Do not pour oil or other materials down drain sewers. Do not hook up washing 

           machines up to storm sewers. Disconnect downspouts from storm sewers.

      10. Check around the lake for situations that either causing erosion or fill in the lake 

             below the high water mark. These add to the nutrient load of the lake.

      11. Do not release aquarium fish, plants or snails into the lake. The plants can survive

            and some species have become nuisance weeds in lake wide proportions. The fish 

            can carry disease to which our native fish have no resistance.

      12. DO NOT FEED THE GEESE AND DUCKS.
